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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 2589 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, VM, SN 
SUB J : SRV RELATIONS 

REF: SINGAPORE 2586 

1 . FOLLOWING MY PRESENTATION TO ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER LEE 
KHOON CHOY JUNE 16 ON THE LATEST US SRV TALKS IN PARIS 
(REFTEL), I ASKED LEE IF HE COULD FILL ME IN ON THE CURRENT 
STATUS OF SINGAPORE-SRV RELATIONS. I SAID I UNDERSTOOD IN 

THIS REGARD THAT SOME AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED DURING PHAN 
HIEN'S VISIT TO SINGAPORE LAST YEAR FOR FOLLOW UP SINGAPORE-SRV 
TALKS ON NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS AND INCREASED TRADE. 

2. LEE STATED THAT THE SRV REMAINED ANXIOUS TO ESTABLISH 
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FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SINGAPORE, AND THAT THIS HAD 
BEEN PROPOSED BY PHAN HIEN DURING LATTER'S TALKS WITH LEE KUAN 
YEW AND OTHER GOS OFFICIALS. HOWEVER. THE GOS HAD NOTED FROM 
HANOI'S STATEMENTS (WHICH HAD IN FACT OCCURRED DURING PHAN 
HIEN'S VISIT) THAT THE SRV EVIDENTLY BELIEVED THE ONLY SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN COUNTRIES WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED GENUINELY INDEPENDENT 
WERE THOSE WITH MARXIST-LENINIST GOVERNMENTS. THE GOS HAD 
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QUERIED HANOI ON THIS ISSUE, AND HAD ALSO ASKED THE SRV TO STATE 
WHETHER IT WAS WILLING TO LIVE IN PEACE WITH ITS NEIGHBORS AND 
NOT INTERFERE IN THEIR INTERNAL AFFAIRS. PENDING CLARIFICATION 
ON ALL THESE POINTS, SINGAPORE WOULD NOT AGREE TO THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH HANOI. HANOI AS YET HAD NOT 
RESPONDED. 

3. 1 ASKED LEE IF TRADE RELATIONS WITH THE SRV WOULD NEVER- 
THELESS BE BROADENED. HE INDICATED THAT IT WAS UP TO HANOI 
TO SET THE PACE ON TRADE MATTERS. SINGAPORE WOULD BE WILLING 
TO ENGAGE IN COMMERCIAL RELATIONS, BUT WOULD NOT TAKE THE 
INITIATIVE. HOLDRIDGE 
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